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THE LION & THE LAMB 
Section Two: The Book of Acts 
#18. Three Great Soul Winners 
 

           8.20.17  

Acts 8:26-40 ESV  Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. 
And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who 
was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, 
seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 
over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and 
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the 
Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a 
lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34And 
the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told 
him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they came to some 
water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And 
he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the 
towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Acts 9:10-19 ESV  Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to 
him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11And the Lord said to him, “Rise and 
go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, 
for behold, he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay 
his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14And 
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15But the Lord 
said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles 
and kings and the children of Israel. 16For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake 
of my name.” 17So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has 
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was 
baptized; 19and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the disciples at 
Damascus.  

Acts 10:47-48 ESV  “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 
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I. The Centrality of the Message 
 

A. God’s Love 
 
 

B. God’s Plan 
 
1. Man’s problem 

 
 

2. God’s Solution 
 
 
 
II. The Characteristics of the Messengers 
 

A. From Phillip, we learn we are to consider ourselves available. 
 
 

B. From Ananias, we learn we are to consider ourselves expendable. 
 
 

C. From Peter, we learn we are to consider ourselves adaptable. 
 
 
 
III. Putting it all Together 
 

A. I must learn to listen. 
 

 Phillip - Acts 8:26, 29 NLT As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south 
down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 29The Holy Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.” 
 
 

 Ananias – Acts 9:10-12 NLT  Now there was a believer in Damascus named 
Ananias. The Lord spoke to him in a vision, calling, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord!” he 
replied. 11The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas. When 
you get there, ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right now. 
12I have shown him a vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on 
him so he can see again.” 
 
 

 Peter – Acts 10:19-20 NLT  Meanwhile, as Peter was puzzling over the vision, the 
Holy Spirit said to him, “Three men have come looking for you. 20Get up, go 
downstairs, and go with them without hesitation. Don’t worry, for I have sent them.” 
 

 
B. I must be ready to share.  
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 Phillip – Acts 8:34, 35 NLT  The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet 
talking about himself or someone else?” 35So beginning with this same Scripture, 
Philip told him the Good News about Jesus. 
 
 

 Ananias – Acts 9:17 NLT  So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on 
him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has 
sent me so that you might regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 Peter – Acts 10:22  They said, “We were sent by Cornelius, a Roman officer. He is a 
devout and God-fearing man, well respected by all the Jews. A holy angel instructed 
him to summon you to his house so that he can hear your message.” 
 

 
C. I must be unquestioningly obedient. 

 

 Phillip – Acts 8:30 NLT  Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet 
Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
 
 

 Ananias – Acts 9:13-17 NLT  “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many 
people talk about the terrible things this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem! 
14And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest everyone who calls upon your 
name.” 15But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my 
message to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel. 16And I will 
show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 17So Ananias went and 
found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that you might regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 Peter – Acts 10:21-23 NLT So Peter went down and said, “I’m the man you are 
looking for. Why have you come?” 22They said, “We were sent by Cornelius, a 
Roman officer. He is a devout and God-fearing man, well respected by all the Jews. 
A holy angel instructed him to summon you to his house so that he can hear your 
message.” 23So Peter invited the men to stay for the night. The next day he went with 
them, accompanied by some of the brothers from Joppa. 
 
 
 


